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the terror of the Moghnl armies and so great was the tear
that prevailed among them both of him and of Dhanaji
Jadav, that the Musulman troopers used, when Ihcir horses
refused to drink, to ask them whether they saw the face
of Santaji or of Dhanaji in the water.

The emperor, greatly encouraged by the death of this
brilliant soldier, devoted himself moro zealously than ever
to the subjugation of the western Doccan. He determined
to take one by one the Mnratha forts, and having driven
the Maratha troops into the plains, to overwhelm thtnn in
the open. Had Ihis strategy been adopted earlier, it miglil
have succeeded. But the imperial troops had been so
weakened by death and disease, discharges and desertions,
that they did not now greatly ou(number the forces of tin*
regent. Captured fortresses needed garrisons to hold them,
and the creation of garrisons mesmt tlir* further diminution
of the imperial army. During the siege of Jinji the
emperor had been compelled, in order to reinforce Zulfikar
Khan, to reduce to a dangerously iow number his army in
the Deccan. The result was that a number of Deccan forts
had passed into Maratha hands. I have already mentioned
the recapture in 1692 of Rajgad and Panhabv by Shnnknr
Narayan Gandekar and Parashuram Trimbak. In the
following year, 1G9JS, Shaukar Narayan took Torna and
Rohida close lo Raj^ad and occupied effectively the country
between these forts. Sidhoji Gujar, the Maratha Sarkhel
or admiral, took Suvarnadurg and Vijaydurg on the Konkan
coast. On Siclhoji's death the regent conferred the post
and title of Sarkhel on Kanhoji Angre, The original name
of the Augres was Sangpal and they claimed, apparently
with justice that they were of pure Rajput descent.
Kanhoji's father, Tukoji, had been a sailor in the Great
King's fleet and Kanhoji had from boyhood served in the
Maratha navy. He captured the Kolaba district, from the
Abyssinians and in course- of time recovered a large part
ol the Konkan seaboard, Vishalgad was retaken by
Parashuram Trimbak, After Rajaram's flight the siege